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OUT THE PARK! 
What a great start to the new academic year!  

 

Welcome to the first edi�on of the Larwood Lowdown for 2017-

18. This is now our fi�h year of producing a half termly update for 

parents, pupils and governors about our progress and events as they take place. 

Thanks to Mr Newman for his con�nuing hard work in producing such a great piece 

of work. 

We have made one adjustment to staffing during the first half term. Mr Howard 

le� the school for re�rement a�er 19 years of dedicated service. We did of course 

wish him well and give him an appropriate gi� and goodbye. We have a new mem-

ber of staff star�ng in November. I am sure Niamh Minster will have a very success-

ful career with us. 

Please do have a look at our website for a steady stream of updated events and 

news items. It will have a range of new informa�on uploaded very soon, reflec�ng 

on our progress last year. This includes in rela�on to teaching and learning, behav-

iour and a0endance, the curriculum, our residen�al unit, pupil and sports premi-

um. As always, your feedback would be very helpful with this ma0er.  

Part of our self-assessment process has enabled me to write a new school develop-

ment plan. This con�nues to have three major themes that are: 

PROGRESS       WELL BEING       SUSTAINABILITY 

Many of the reports wri0en during the end of last academic year reflect how we 

believe we have made progress in each of these areas, but also where we think we 

can make improvements during the rest of this year, and over the course of the 

next three years. 

Finally, and most importantly it has been fantas�c to see our pupils return back to 

school and (for most) engage really well with their learning and behaviour so far 

this year. This includes our new pupils who have se0led into school life really well. 

   Mr s. D. Trimble 

     Headteacher 

SCHOOL       RESIDENTIAL  

LLarwoodarwood  
  LLoowwddoowwnn  

FIRST DAY AFTER HALF TERM 

MONDAY 

6TH NOVEMBER 2017 

 

AUTUMN TERM  2017  

HALF TERM BREAK:   

MONDAY 23RD OCTOBER TO FRI-

DAY 3RD NOVEMBER  

LAST DAY OF TERM:   

TUESDAY 19TH DECEMBER AT 1:20 

 

SPRING TERM  2018 

FIRST DAY OF TERM:   

WEDNESDAY 3RD JANUARY  

HALF TERM BREAK:     

MONDAY 12TH FEBRUARY TO 

FRIDAY 16TH FEBRUARY  

END OF TERM:  

THURSDAY 29TH MARCH AT 

2:20PM 

 

SUMMER TERM  2018 

FIRST DAY OF TERM:   

MONDAY 16TH APRIL  

MAY BANK HOLIDAY:    

MONDAY 7TH MAY 

HALF TERM BREAK:    

MONDAY 28TH MAY TO FRIDAY 

1ST JUNE  

 

END OF TERM:  

FRIDAY 20TH JULY 1:00PM 

____________________________ 

 

SCHOOL STARTS:  9.00AM 

SCHOOL FINISHES:    

MONDAY — THURSDAY:  3.20PM  

FRIDAY: 2.20PM 

 

www.larwood.herts.sch.uk/

termdates 

GOOGLE SEARCH BRINGS UP 

OLD TERM DATES, USE THE 

SCHOOL WEBSITE 
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Tag Rugby:  
Development Festival Y3/4 
On the 5th of October 2017, Mr Newman and I; Mr V, 

took a group children to King Georges Park for a Rugby 

Fes�val where they had coaching from Stevenage 

Spor�ng Futures with rugby related games. 

First sta�on was a ‘stuck in the mud’ game with the rugby 

ball where children had to work together to try and get 

the other team caught, but could only use the ball. So 

team work was a big factor. 

Sta�on number two was bull dog with one catcher then 

once tagged , they are join the tagger in the middle. 

Sta�on number three was try zone where when both 

teams had to try and get pass the defending teams with-

out geHng there tag taken in an a0empt  to score a try. 

Sta�on number four was a game of ‘rabbits and foxes’, 

where children had to escape from one another once 

your animal has be caught, from different posi�ons such 

as siHng, standing, laying down. 

Sta�ons number five was rugby netball where the ball 

could be passed forwards or backwards in order for the 

pupils to get into space and move the ball to the end 

zone. 

Sta�on number six was an informa�on sta�on which 

taught the children the basic rules of the game. 

A�er the sta�ons the children got to prac�ce all skills 

learnt and take it into the game situa�on (friendly game) 

which was enjoyable to watch and enjoyable to play for 

the children.  

 

The children listened, followed the instruc�ons 

given to them and represented our school very 

well. Although there were no winners or losers 

in the final game. We s�ll won #friendlymatch  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Achieve, Believe, Expect & Enjoy! 
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The Masonic Fishing Trip The Masonic Fishing Trip The Masonic Fishing Trip The Masonic Fishing Trip     
Our annual fishing trip to Westmill Lakes was again hosted by the Masonic Fishing Charity; Thank you 

to Gine0e and all of the Masonic Fishing team for a great opportunity. On the day the sun shone and 

so did our pupils. Mr Van, Miss Hanam and myself; Mr Newman, took Harrison, Liam, Tyler, Jake, Jo-

sie, Aiden and Kayson.  Some children  fished on the coarse fishing lake where the fish were certainly 

bi�ng on the day with a selec�on of roach, perch and other small fish being caught. All the fish on the 

coarse lake are thrown back into the water. The children learnt which colour maggots the fish preferred and how to 

bait the fish using worms and sweetcorn. What a way to spend a relaxing day in the sunshine.  

On the trout lake, children got to keep their catch. The hardest part was selec�ng the right place to cast and selec�ng  

the right fly for  the line. Some children caught more than one fish while Aiden  was so pa�ent all day but so unlucky 

as he and his fisherman didn’t get a bite all day. Josie managed to get the first catch of the day and Tyler even had a 

go at guHng a fish, ready to cook for later. Things were a li0le more energe�c with the fly cas�ng, then drawing the 

line back to a0ract the rainbow trout to the fly. No relaxing �me siHng in the sun for them. 

It was a great day, lunch was excellent too with burgers, sausages or chicken to choose from, and our children got to 

eat lunch with some of the children that le� last year who are now at Brandles School, who also a0end this annual 

event each year. A�er lunch there was �me to return to the fishing for a short while before medals and cer�ficates 

were awarded. We then se0led onto the bus and returned to school with 7 very �red chil-

dren and a bus full of fish! The children earned a full 20 points and 5 points each for their 

houses. The children represented the school perfectly, well done!  
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Miss Kimptons’ Class  
In topic this half term we have been looking at Dinosaurs. We have made Dino eggs with a balloon and mod roc, looked at fossils and 

discussed the ex�nc�on on the dinosaurs. 

When looking at the fossils we made our own fossil using clay, plaster of Paris and a sea shell. We placed some clay into a pot and 

pushed the sea shell in to it so it made an imprint in the clay. We then added plaster of Paris. The following week we used clay tools to 

"dig" for our fossil. 

We have talked about the different theories of the Dino ex�nc�on: 

An asteroid 10KM across hiHng Mexico  

A Super volcano 

An ice age 

Disease 

Gradual ex�nc�on 

We have even come up with our own theory, the asteroid hit the earth (In Mexico) and shook the earth's core, like a coke bo0le which 

caused the magma to shake and erupt from super volcanos, just like Coke Cola if it is shaken. 

We spent some �me in the music room puHng the idea of an asteroid hiHng the earth and killing the dinosaurs to music. James 

played the drums, Dominic played the symbol, Oscar was on the piano, Carys played wood wind, Louie was on a drum and Amelie 

played the guitar. It sounded fantas�c!! They all enjoyed spending �me in the music room. 

DINOSAUR FACTS: 

The dinosaurs died out 65 million years ago. 

Dino's walked the earth for 165 million years. 

Dino bones have been found in England along the Jurassic coast. 

The T-Rex grew up to 12M long 

The Triassic period was 225 - 190 million years ago 

The Jurassic period was 190 - 136 million years ago 

The Cretaceous period was 136 - 64 million years ago. 

Fossils are studied by Palaeontologists 

The word Fossil comes from the La�n Fossilis which means "dug up" 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WorkWorkWork, , , workworkwork, , , workworkwork, , , 

workworkwork,,,Work!Work!Work!   

Keeping our Children SafeKeeping our Children SafeKeeping our Children SafeKeeping our Children Safe    
 

 

 

 

 

Larwood School recognises that the welfare of the child is paramount. The school takes its responsi-

bility to safeguard and promote the welfare of the young people in its care seriously, and is proac-

�ve in ensuring this. Governors, staff and volunteers at Larwood understand the importance of 

working in partnership with children, their parents/carers and other agencies in order to promote 

children’s welfare.  We constantly review the way that we work and look to improve upon this 

whenever we can. 

Our DSP; Designated Senior Person for child protec;on is Mrs Osobu: Assistant Headteacher, sup-

ported by our other DSP’s Mr Sean Trimble: Headteacher & Mrs Sian Ford: Family Support Worker  
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   B�S�  

LLoowwddoowwnn 

Miss Trott’s Class 
In Miss Tro0's class we have 

been studying fossils and how 

they are formed. The children 

have taken part in two differ-

ent archaeological digs to dis-

cover fossils, while trying to 

guess which living organism 

created the fossil.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr Scales Class 
Our first instalment of the Larwood Lowdown as a new class of 2017 

– 18 focuses on Literacy. To get the crea�ve juices flowing for a fic-

�onal story the class took full advantage of the story tubs we have 

here at Larwood. These li0le tubs of inspira�on allowed the class to 

individually take their own story wherever they saw fit, drawing ide-

as from the figurines inside the tub. Throughout the class we saw 

story lines ranging from: pirates of the undead pirate ship, food 

items coming to life, pet companies and everything else in between! 

The class enjoyed using the tubs to fuel their imagina�on and create 

interes�ng stories that captured the imagina�on. I hope the ideas 

keep on coming throughout the year and our wri�ng con�nues to 

develop as a result of it. 



 

VOLUME FIVE     ISSUE SIX 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winter is coming!  

Miss Gwynne’s Class 
This half term in Miss Gwynne’s class the pupils have been 

working extremely hard across the curriculum. They have 

also been very crea�ve with their learning. When learning 

about shape they visual-

ised 3D shapes from 2D 

drawings. Using clay and 

s�cks they created the 

3D shapes. 

   FOX CUB   FOX CUB   FOX CUB      
During our Cub sessions this half term we have been 

se0ling the children back into school life a�er the summer 

holidays. To aide this we have been focusing on building 

friendships, working together, geHng to know our class 

and feeling part of a team.  

Our Topic for this term follows that of Mrs Osbornes class which is “Carnival of animals”. 

The children have enjoyed taking part in various art ac�vi�es to compliment 

this. 

 

In addi�on to Topic we have been concentra�ng on autumn. In one of our ses-

sions we went outside in school grounds to collect leaves that had fallen off the 

trees. We had to wait for them to dry out before comple�ng various art ac�vi-

�es. We had great fun! 

 

Our cookery sessions are going really well; we hope you’ve enjoyed some of our 

crea�ons. During one of our cooking sessions we baked some fairy cakes and decorated them for the Macmillan 

coffee morning. The children took great pride in the finished result. They looked and tasted amazing! 
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FYFYFYFY    

LISTENING, SUPPORTING AND  

NON- JUDGEMENTAL 
Family Lives operates a free 24/7 telephone helpline 

offering advice, informa�on and support on any 

aspect of paren�ng and family life as well as extend-

ed support for complex and difficult issues. There is also an op�on to chat online with a parent 

support worker. 

HELPLINE: 0808 800 2222                                  WEBSITE: www.familylives.org.uk 

The website provides advice and a range of resources  that aim to ensure that families get the 

support they need. 

An opportunity to win 
£100 of Supermarket 

Vouchers  

September 2017 
to  

July 2018                  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

100% pupil attendance could 

win you £100 of supermarket 

vouchers  
 

 

 

 

 
 

98% + pupil attendance could 

win you £50 of supermarket 

vouchers  
 

 

 

 

 
 

95%+ pupil attendance could 

win you £25  of supermarket 

vouchers  
 

 

 

 

S T A Y   C O N N E C T E D     

 

 

 

 

 

  Larwood             Home                         
 
 
 
 
 
 

            
             

#LARWOODLIFE #STAYUPTODATE #CONNECTED  
 

School Website: www.larwood.herts.sch.uk 

 

Telephone Number: 01438 236 333 

 

 

Email: admin@larwood.herts.sch.uk 

 

 

School App: App Store - e4Educa�on 

 

 

Facebook: Larwood School Academy 

 

 

YouTube: Channel - Larwood School 

 

 

The Larwood Lowdown                          
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Community  
 

Community School United to Benefit Stevenage  
Larwood has joined four Schools across Stevenage to produce a funding applica�on to ex-

cite Tesco. We were recently no�fied that our project to work alongside schools in Steven-

age and the elderly community at Jubilee court, will be put in line for funding to finance 

our proposed project. The project aims to improve the environment across Stevenage with 

regards to reducing li0er pollu�on, support and help for the homeless community, learn 

alongside elderly residents to enhance our learning experience whilst enriching the lives of 

the residents. The project aims to combine pupils from Round Diamond, Giles infant 

School, and Greenside School to learn alongside each other to improve the gardening are-

as of each school, whilst educa�ng children on the benefits of growing our own vegetables and how keeping a 

clean and colourful garden can benefit our wildlife. Further details will be available soon from Tesco on where 

and how you can vote for our project which will be up against two other projects for the £4,000 top reward. 

Your children have already began some of the work through our skills programme, but by securing first prize will 

enable us to provide our children with a unique learning experience that can benefit so many people. 

Mr Jacobs Class Mr Jacobs Class Mr Jacobs Class Mr Jacobs Class My class has taken a few weeks to 

reach its current total and I’m very proud of how all the boys have made each other feel wel-

come. They have se0led well into their daily rou�nes and appear to be enjoying their curricu-

lum. Our class reading incen�ve has helped engage the boys to read two or three �mes a day 

and following the recent ‘meet the teacher’ evening, it was pleasing to hear some of the boys 

are taken greater interest to read at home. They have taken a lot of enjoyment from our Rain-

forest Topic and they’ve been geHng very crea�ve making their own mini rainforest models as well as learning about 

the animal and tribe life across several rainforests in the world. The class have also combined charity work with a nu-

meracy and ICT lesson. To organise the school’s recent Harvest collec�on the boys used their white boards to 

conduct a tally chart for each food group and then used excel to produce data charts and graphs. 

Harvest Festival  
Thank you to everyone who made generous contribu�ons to our Harvest Fes�-

val this year. The items that we received have been taken to the Stevenage 

Vineyard Church. The items were taken by Mr Jacobs, and  the Thursday Skills 

Community Group.  SVC will distribute our Harvest to the homeless and the el-

derly.  
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macmIllan 
Cancer Support    

LLoowwddoowwnn 

macmIllan coffee mornIng 
 

Thank you to the parents that took part in this years  ‘Worlds Biggest Coffee Morning’. So far, Macmillan have 

raised £9,519,073.00!  

Your participation helps Macmillan achieve their ambition;  There are now 2.5 million people in the UK living 

with cancer. By 2030, it will be 4 million people, and we want to be there for them all. 

One in three of us will get cancer, and it will be one of the toughest things we’ll ever have to face. Our goal is to 

make sure no one faces cancer alone. 

We provide medical, emo�onal, prac�cal and financial support, as well as campaigning for be0er cancer care. 

And because cancer affects more than just those facing it, we’re there for friends and family too. We are Mac-

millan. 

A message from Sarah @ Macmillan 

“Hi Mrs Ford, thank you so much for having us today at your coffee morning. I would also like to say what a 

great school you have. The parents and staff we met, were so welcoming. I felt that it wasn't just a school it 

was a family. Please thank everyone who came to your coffee morning and helped raise some money for us at 

Macmillan, but my biggest thank you goes to yourself and the children for making us welcome today. My hat 

goes off to your staff on how they were with the children, you can tell they are all loved, what an amazing 

place. 

LLoowwddoowwnn 
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SCHOOL 

Mrs Williams’ Class  
In Class 4/5EW we have been taking part in lots on ‘hands 

on’ ac�vi�es for Science and Maths. In Science we have 

been looking at Electricity, Circuits and Safety. We have run 

lights, motors and buzzers. We made our own switches al-

so. 

In Maths we have studied lots of areas including shapes and 

number. We enjoyed making our own shapes and finding 

their proper�es. 

POD con�nues to offer pupils a place to 

develop their independent learning skills 

by giving a range of prac�cal and online 

tasks in clean, crisp cubicles. The staff are 

con�nually amazed with the ability of chil-

dren to follow instruc�ons and also to cre-

ate their own artwork, models and inven-

�ons - all by themselves!  
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ATTENTION! 

Mrs Osbornes Class  
Our Topic this term is ‘Carnival of the Animals’.  

Our work in Science has focussed on the differ-

ences between animals.  In Geography, we 

have been looking at animals around the world 

and the different climates they live in.  Design 

Technology lessons have provided us with the opportunity to create dioramas, show-

ing the habitat of fish. In Art, we have been learning about primary and secondary col-

ours.  We have used this knowledge to mix colours to paint our jungle.  

 

 

In Literacy, we have been looking at improving our wri�ng, 

using punctua�on correctly and using adjec�ves to make our 

stories interes�ng. 

Boarding By A�ie 
 

 

Boarding is different than the school. You get to play games like badminton, hall games, watch TV, watch mov-

ies, art and hour or outside play.  

House is when you get split up into two houses, one house is for the li0le children and the other house is for 

the older children. 

You’re not allowed children under seven years old. Children learn life skills like showering, washing, brushing 

teeth stripping your bed, making your bed, clearing the dishes, money and how to manage money.  The limit 

for pocket money is £10.00 

Bed�me is at 19.45 for the li0le children on Monday and the big children its 20.00 and for the li0le children on 

Tuesday it is 20.00 and for the big children its 20.30 
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Back to School: 
Monday, 6th November 2017 

 House Runs 

Well done to House:  

headingly 

TRENT TRAFFORD HEADINGLY LORDS 

227 230 245 227 

3rd 2nd 1st 3rd 

The End! 


